
 

 

DFF Grant application budget guidance 

 

General guidance 

DFF grants are project grants that are awarded on a cost-covering basis. You may include the 

direct cost of project-related expenses. It should be possible to provide documentary proof of all 

costs included in the project budget.  

DFF grants cannot directly cover general organisational costs that are not related to the project. 

However, all applicants can use a portion of the grant for “overheads”. See (i) overheads below.  

Once an applicant begins their application in DFF’s online platform, they will receive a template 

to use to prepare their grant application budget.  

 

Grant Length      

DFF does not mandate any set grant length.  

Litigation Track Support grants are designed to remain open for the entire length of the litigation 

proceedings until the final judgement in the final instance funded by DFF. DFF will disburse 

grant funds as each litigation instance proceeds. When future budgeted instances do not end up 

taking place (due to the litigation ending at an earlier instance) DFF will not disburse the unused 

amount and instead reallocate it to new grants.  

For Pre-litigation Support grants applicants can choose a suitable timeframe based on the 

proposed activities and when the planned litigation needs to take place. Most pre-litigation grants 

tend to run between 1-2 years, though some last only a few months.   

 

Expenses that can be included in your grant application budget 

 

(a) Lawyer's costs: in-house counsel and legal staff 

If the applicant has legal staff or counsel in-house, DFF can cover staff salaries pro rata, based 

on an estimate of hours spent on the project. The budget can be calculated based on the full 

gross salary and social contributions. The budgeting of costs for in-house legal work does not 

preclude including expenses for outside legal counsel in the application budget.  

 



 

 

(b) Lawyer's costs: external counsel and external legal support 

DFF will consider supporting external counsel's fees at a commercial rate under exceptional 

circumstances only, i.e. for a highly important matter, where there is a limited pool of suitable 

lawyers that can bring the case to a good conclusion.  

Otherwise, we would expect to see outside counsel who work on the litigation pro bono, low 

bono and/or use a capped or fixed fee. It can help if the applicant shows they have checked 

different lawyers and show there is no alternative counsel available with equal qualifications that 

would take on the matter at a lower rate. 

 

(c) Court fees and other formal expenses 

These include filing fees, costs for the legalisation or notarisation of documents, etc.  

Applicants may also include expenses related to costs orders (orders made by a court to the 

losing party to cover the expenses made by the winning party in litigating the case). However, 

DFF will only consider cost order expenses in exceptional circumstances and up to a limited 

amount. Applicants should request to see DFF’s full costs policy if they would like to request 

costs order funding. 

 

(d) Evidence 

This includes all costs necessary for the collection and preparation of evidence, including expert 

reports and witness statements. 

 

(e) Research 

This can concern research to, for example, further inform the litigation strategy or for the 

collection of evidence. The scope and goal of the research work needs to be properly defined 

and must relate to the specific piece of litigation being taken or planned.  

If external counsel is engaged for the research work, similar considerations apply as above. 

 

(f) Translation costs 

Translation of documents that are directly related to the litigation. Examples include translation 

of evidence, translation of a complaint to file in a different country, translation of a court 

judgement. It should be clear why formal, paid translation is necessary. 

 

(g) Travel costs 



 

Travel costs directly linked to the litigation, i.e. for court appearances, the collection of evidence, 

research activities, essential client meetings, strategy/coordination meetings, etc. Items claimed 

under this budget line can include economy airfare, low-cost accommodation and any other 

actual costs incurred for the travel.  

 

(h) Advocacy 

Advocacy-related costs can be included in the litigation budget if related to the planning, 

managing and conducting of advocacy-related activities in connection with the litigation. 

Examples include developing information graphics or other (audio-)visual materials to 

communicate about the case to the wider public, running a social media campaign, or organising 

a public event or debate.  

Advocacy costs cannot be included in pre-litigation research grants.  

 

(i) Overheads 

DFF will cover a fixed percentage for overhead of 7% of the total budget for admin costs. This 

is added automatically onto each grant request and can be used be the grantee as needed, without 

reporting to DFF.   

 

(j) Post-litigation activities 

Litigation track support grants can also include short-term post-litigation activities related to 

implementing or utilising a court decision. Essentially post-litigation activities are treated like an 

additional “instance” of the grant. We can only consider post-litigation support requests of 

maximum 20% of the whole litigation track support grant or up to EUR 10,000, whichever 

amount is less. For example, if the total amount of your litigation track support grant is EUR 

40,000, only a maximum of EUR 8,000 can be for post-litigation costs.  

 

DFF grants in relation to lobbying 

DFF grants cannot directly support lobbying activities, i.e. attempts to influence directly or 

indirectly legislators or relevant decision-makers concerning a specific legislation.  

Examples of activities that are not covered: 

- Trips to visit legislative bodies to discuss a specific piece of legislation. 

- Creating a call to action (either online or through an event) to third parties giving 
instructions on voting/not voting on a specific piece of legislation. 

- Pressuring legislators to change/remove a current piece of legislation.  
 
Examples of activities that can be covered: 

https://digitalfreedomfund.org/dff-is-now-supporting-post-litigation-activities/


 

- Rallying legislators to support specific litigation, like inviting them to assist in court, or 
echo the litigation purpose.  

- Communicating about specific legislation (and views on that legislation) in the context of 
advocacy to support ongoing litigation (“legislation X is problematic because it gives the police too 
much power. Our litigation will help put more guardrails in place to hold the police accountable”) 

- Mentioning specific legislation as part of a broader conversation or analysis of the 
legislative landscape to explain why litigation is a pertinent tool (“all other attempts have failed 
so litigation is necessary as a next step”).  

 

DFF grants can still support organisations who carry out lobbying activities, just that the 

lobbying activities themselves need to be funded from other sources. 

 

  


